
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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Unit 9 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Judges 6–8

STORY POINT:  
God showed Gideon that victory comes 

from Him.

KEY PASSAGE:  
1 John 1:9

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What is repentance? Repentance is 
turning away from sin and turning 

to Jesus.

Gideon
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LEADER Bible Study
Judges 6 starts out in a familiar way: “The Israelites did what was evil 
in the sight of the Lord.” The period of Judges was not a good time for 
the Israelites. Their cycle of sin, bondage, deliverance, and peace clearly 
showed the law alone could not save them from sin.

The Israelites were oppressed by the Midianites, and they cried out to God 
for help. God chose a man to save them, and his name was Gideon. Gideon 
was an unlikely leader, and he knew this. Gideon said, “Please, Lord, how 
can I deliver Israel? Look, my family is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am 
the youngest in my father’s family” (Judg. 6:15).

God doesn’t need the biggest and the best to accomplish His plan. In fact, 
He often uses the weakest and least of people to fulfill His plans because 
that is what gives Him the most glory. God had a plan to empower Gideon 
in his weakness: “But I will be with you,” He said. (Judg. 6:16)

Gideon and an army of men assembled. God told Gideon he had too 
many men. God didn’t want the men to think they had the power to 
defeat the Midianites themselves. When the army was reduced to just 300 
men, they prepared for battle. (See Judg. 7:1-7.)

The men ran toward the Midianites’ camp, blowing their trumpets and 
shouting. God turned the swords of the Midianites against each other. 
They ran away, but Gideon and his army chased after them and killed 
them.

God was with the Israelites when they went to battle. The Israelites did 
not win the battle themselves; God fought for them. As you teach kids 
this week, point out that God used Gideon in the victory. Gideon alone 
was not enough to save the Israelites. Only God could win the battle. In 
the same way, we are unable to save ourselves from sin. Jesus came to save 
us from our sin because He is enough. Only God, through Christ, can 
save us.
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Gideon
Judges 6–8

The Israelites once again did not obey God, so God allowed 
them to be ruled by their enemies, the Midianites. The Midianites 
were cruel to Israel. They took Israel’s food and animals. The Israelites 

remembered how good life was when they loved and 
obeyed God. They cried out to God, “Save 

us!”
The angel of the Lord came and 
sat under an oak tree. He appeared 

to a man named Gideon and 
said, “The Lord is with you, 
mighty warrior!”

Gideon was afraid. His 
family was the weakest 
family in his tribe, and he 
was the youngest son in the 
family. But the Lord had 
chosen Gideon to deliver the 
Israelites from the power of 

their enemy. The Lord assured 
Gideon, “I will be with you.”

When the time came to go to 
battle, Gideon blew a ram’s horn. 

An army of men gathered behind 
Gideon, ready to fight. Gideon wanted 

a sign from God. He prayed, “I will put fleece 
on the ground. If the fleece is wet with dew, but the 

ground is dry, I will believe that You will deliver Israel as You say.”
That is exactly what happened; the fleece was so wet that Gideon 

squeezed enough water out of it to fill a bowl. But Gideon asked for 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the story, 
draw simple sketches 
on a chalkboard or 
dry erase board of 
an oak tree, a ram’s 
horn, a bowl of water, 
a river, a torch, and 
so forth.

• Stand to speak: 
For lines of dialogue, 
stand tall and speak 
loudly and clearly. 
Convey appropriate 
emotion with your 
voice.

The BIBLE Story
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Gideon
Judges 6–8

The Israelites once again did not obey God, so God allowed 
them to be ruled by their enemies, the Midianites. The Midianites 
were cruel to Israel. They took Israel’s food and animals. The Israelites 

remembered how good life was when they loved and 
obeyed God. They cried out to God, “Save 

us!”
The angel of the Lord came and 
sat under an oak tree. He appeared 

to a man named Gideon and 
said, “The Lord is with you, 
mighty warrior!”

Gideon was afraid. His 
family was the weakest 
family in his tribe, and he 
was the youngest son in the 
family. But the Lord had 
chosen Gideon to deliver the 
Israelites from the power of 

their enemy. The Lord assured 
Gideon, “I will be with you.”

When the time came to go to 
battle, Gideon blew a ram’s horn. 

An army of men gathered behind 
Gideon, ready to fight. Gideon wanted 

a sign from God. He prayed, “I will put fleece 
on the ground. If the fleece is wet with dew, but the 

ground is dry, I will believe that You will deliver Israel as You say.”
That is exactly what happened; the fleece was so wet that Gideon 

squeezed enough water out of it to fill a bowl. But Gideon asked for 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the story, 
draw simple sketches 
on a chalkboard or 
dry erase board of 
an oak tree, a ram’s 
horn, a bowl of water, 
a river, a torch, and 
so forth.

• Stand to speak: 
For lines of dialogue, 
stand tall and speak 
loudly and clearly. 
Convey appropriate 
emotion with your 
voice.

another sign. This time, the fleece was dry and the ground 
was wet.

God told Gideon that he had too many people with 
him. Gideon sent home everyone who was afraid to 
fight. Ten thousand men remained. “That’s still too 
many,” God said. God made a test for the people. All of 
them were to go to the river to drink the water. Anyone 
who knelt to drink water was sent home, but whoever 
lapped the water with his hand to his mouth stayed. 
Three hundred men remained.

That night, Israel’s army carried torches, blew their 
trumpets, and shattered pitchers. They ran toward the 
camp of Midianites. Gideon and his army chased the 
Midianites, and they ran away. God gave Israel the 
victory. 

The Israelites said, “Gideon, you rescued us! Now we 
want you to be our king.” Gideon said. “No, God will rule 
over you.” But after Gideon died, the Israelites once again 
ignored God and forgot about Him, who had delivered 
them from the power of their enemies.

Christ Connection: The Israelites cried out to God because 
they knew they could not save themselves. Even Gideon was 
not enough to save them; God used Gideon to help His people, 
but God fought the battle for them. The people needed someone 
who was mighty to save. Jesus Christ came to save us from sin 
because we cannot save ourselves. Only God, through Christ, 
can save us.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Gideon
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 6–8
STORY POINT: God showed Gideon that victory comes from Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away 

from sin and turning to Jesus.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about any 
instruments they are learning or know how to play. 
SAY • Learning to play music is a great skill to have in life. 

Different instruments may be harder or easier to 
learn, but all of them can be used to entertain people 
and glorify God. Today we will learn about a time 
when God used trumpets to give His people victory 
over their enemies. We’ll learn more soon.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Seeing the Signs” activity page. 
Kids will add in the missing vowels to find the story point.
SAY • Great job with that picture code. Some of those 

pictures represent key details from our story. What 
do you think a bit of fleece, a clay pot, a torch, a 
trumpet, and water might have to do with our story? 
Soon we will hear about each of those details, and 
learn how God used them to lead His people to 
victory over their enemies. 

• “Seeing the Signs” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Knock ‘em down
Gather the kids on one side of the room. Stack plastic 
cups on the far side of the room. Allow the kids to take 
turns tossing hollow plastic baseballs at the cups, trying to 
knock them over. You may form teams of kids and make it 
a competition, or play a version where one kid aims for a 
specific cup and other kids must try to hit the same cup.
SAY • In our story today, we will learn about a man named 

Gideon. God used Gideon to defeat the enemies of 
God’s people. One of the first things Gideon did was 
knock down altars to false gods. We will learn more 
about the things Gideon did soon.

OPTION 2: Wring it out
Fill a bowl with water and place a large sponge in the 
water. Place an empty large measuring cup next to the 
filled bowl. Allow the kids to take turns lifting the sponge, 
holding it over the empty measuring cup, and squeezing 
it one-handed. Record how much water each kid manages 
to squeeze out of the sponge and then reset the station by 
pouring the water back into the original bowl and placing 
the sponge back in the filled bowl. Whoever squeezes the 
most water from the sponge wins. 
SAY • Sponges are very good at absorbing water. Fleece, 

another word for sheep’s wool, can also absorb water. 
Today we will learn about a time God gave a sign 
with fleece and water. 

Transition to teach the story

• plastic cups
• plastic baseballs

• bowl
• water
• large sponge
• large measuring cup
• paper
• pen
• towels
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters carrying a star map, a compass, and a laptop 
computer. Ensure the star map includes the constellation Aries.]
LEADER • Hello, friends! Welcome back. I’ve been studying 

the stars again, as usual. I’m an astronomer, and 
studying the stars is what we do. Well, that’s part of 
what we do. We also study things like black holes or 
cosmic radiation. Last night, it was the stars for me. 
Specifically the constellation Aries. 

A constellation is a group of stars that people 
in ancient times thought looked like different 
pictures—almost like a connect-the-dots picture. 
Aries is a Latin word that means “ram,” and the 
constellation is supposed to look like a male sheep. If 
you ask me, it doesn’t look much like a sheep, but the 
ancient name still stuck! 

But, as strange as it might seem, the story of the 
constellation Aries made me think of our Bible story 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• star map
• compass
• laptop computer

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Gideon
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 6–8
STORY POINT: God showed Gideon that victory comes from Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away 

from sin and turning to Jesus.

176 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 9 • Session 3

© 2018 LIfeWay



today. Fleece comes from sheep, and fleece is a part 
in our true Bible story. Here, let me tell you about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we’ve been discussing the stories from 
Judges, we have been asking the question: What 
is repentance? And as we learned, repentance is 
turning away from sin and turning to Jesus. God 
wants us to obey Him out of love. When we disobey 
God, that’s sin. We repent of sin by not just turning 
away from sinful choices, but by turning toward 
God. He loves us and, when we repent, forgives our 
sin. Then He gives us eternal life with Him. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Israel had entered the promised land, but God’s 

people repeatedly turned from Him. When they 
did, He allowed their enemies to defeat them. When 
they remembered God and asked Him for help, He 
sent judges to rescue them. Last week we learned 
how God used Deborah, Barak, and Jael to rescue 
His people. Sadly, that was not the last time they 
would sin against God and be overtaken by enemies. 
Today we will hear what happened when God raised 
up a man named Gideon to deliver His people from 
the nation of Midian.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Judges 6–8. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Gideon” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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show the Bible story video “Gideon.”
LEADER • Well, I can’t say I didn’t expect this. God’s 

people turned away from God. Again. They chose 
to worship false gods and do what seemed right 
to themselves, without paying attention to what 
God had told them was right. What happened next 
showed more of the pattern. Enemies came in and 
took over, and after a while, the people of Israel 
remembered how much they needed God. They 
cried out to Him, and He sent Gideon to rescue 
them from Midian.

I love this story because it is such a reminder of 
God’s faithfulness, but also of God’s power. God 
did not choose the strongest man from the most 
powerful family. He chose the youngest man from 
a weak family. God did not ask thousands and 
thousands of Israelites to fight against the army of 
Midian. Instead, God made Gideon’s army smaller 
and smaller! God was going to prove that it isn’t 
human strength that wins the day. God showed 
Gideon that victory comes from Him.

You see, had Gideon charged into battle with 
the bigger, stronger army and won, the people 
might have said something like, “You know, God is 
OK, but we won because we are great fighters and 
powerful warriors. We don’t need God, we have a big 
huge army!” That would be a foolish thing to believe.

Christ connection
LEADER •The Israelites cried out to God because they knew 

they could not save themselves. Even Gideon was 
not enough to save them; God used Gideon to help 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

178 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 9 • Session 3

© 2018 LIfeWay



His people, but God fought the battle for them. The 
people needed someone who was mighty to save. 
Jesus Christ came to save us from sin because we 
cannot save ourselves. Only God, through Christ, 
can save us.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 9, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about things they do and do not do 
well. Guide them to discuss ways they feel weak and need 
God to help them.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Play the “Casting the Dye (Part 2)” missions video.
LEADER • God told Gideon to do something pretty 

surprising to win the battle and save God’s people 
from the attack of their enemies. God is the One 
who goes before us and wins our battles, and He 
is the One who knows how to reach more people 
with His saving message of forgiveness through Jesus 
Christ. 

The Dye family, North American missionaries 
living in Atlanta, Georgia, learned this when 
God gave them a surprising idea to get to know 
more people in their city which gave them more 
opportunities to tell others about Jesus. God is 
mighty and knows just how to reach people with the 
saving message of the gospel. He can use all things—
even snowcones!

• “Unit 9, Session 3” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “Casting the Dye 
(Part 2)” missions 
video
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 1 John 1:9. Then sing “Faithful and Righteous.”
LEADER • Our key passage teaches us that God wants us 

to be with Him, separate from sin. When we admit 
that we are sinners and agree with God that we need 
His help to get rid of sin, He cleanses us of our sin! 
He declares us righteous because of Jesus’ perfect 
righteousness. He was the sacrifice for us. Even when 
we sin after being saved, we confess our sin and trust 
God to restore us from the damage sin can do to our 
relationships with Him and other people.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s take time to worship God for His goodness 
and faithfulness. Victory comes from Him so we can 
push forward for Him without fear.

Sing together “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, You are good and lead us to victory in the 

spiritual battles we fight each day. Give us courage 
to face without fear the difficulties and pain of the 
world. You give us victory through Jesus. Thank You. 
Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “Faithful and 

Righteous” song

• “Onward, Christain 
Soldiers” song

180 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 9 • Session 3

© 2018 LIfeWay



The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Gideon
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 6–8
STORY POINT: God showed Gideon that victory comes from Him.
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What is repentance? Repentance is turning away 

from sin and turning to Jesus.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Inflate a beach ball and write words or phrases from the key 
passage all over the surface of the ball. Write out the key 
passage on a dry erase board or chalkboard. Invite the kids 
to sit in a circle. Toss the ball to a kid. When she catches 
it, ask her which word or phrase is nearest her left thumb. 
Erase that word from the key passage and ask the kids to 
read the verse filling in that word. Then prompt the kid 
with the ball to toss it to another kid. Continue removing 
words, repeating the key passage, and tossing the ball in this 
fashion until the kids can say the key passage from memory. 
SAY • John, one of Jesus’ closest friends, wrote these words 

after Jesus rose from the dead and went back to 
heaven. This key passage reminds us that repentance 
isn’t just a one time thing. Even after Jesus saves us, 
we still choose sin sometimes. What is repentance? 
Repentance is turning away from sin and turning 
to Jesus.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them use a table of 
contents to find Judges 6–8. 

• Key Passage Poster
• beach ball
• permanent marker
• dry erase board or 

chalkboard
• marker or chalk
• eraser

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why was Gideon afraid to obey God? (He was 

the youngest son from the weakest family in Israel, 
Judg. 6:15)

2. What signs did Gideon ask God for? (a fleece to be 
wet and the ground dry, then the fleece to be dry and the 
ground wet; Judg. 6:36-40)

3. What did God do to reduce the size of Gideon’s 
army? (First, God told Gideon to send home those 
afraid. Then God told Gideon to send home many men 
based on how they drank water; Judg. 7:3-8)

4. Why did God want Gideon to fight with such a 
small army? Guide kids to understand that God was 
teaching Gideon, and all His people, that He was 
enough to protect them and give them victory. God did 
not want the people to boast about their victory but to 
worship Him instead.

5. What are some ways God gives us victory today? 
Guide kids to discuss the fact that God can give us 
victory in many ways. When we need healing, when 
we need peace, when we need wisdom to make choices, 
God can provide us with those things. Help kids see 
that through Jesus’ death and resurrection, our greatest 
victory, over sin and death, is secure. 

6. What are some things people trust in or boast in 
today? Help kids see that many boast in wealth, success, 
fame, or material comforts. Remind kids that those 
things, though they can be nice, are not able to save us. 
We need Jesus to save us and should boast only in Him.

SAY • God showed Gideon that victory comes from Him. 
When we trust Jesus, we have victory in Him.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Cone treats
Fill ziplock bags with treats, like pretzels, small 

candies, or popcorn. Provide each kid with a paper cone-
shaped cup. Allow the kids to decorate their cones with 
markers, stickers, or other craft supplies. Help them write 
the story point or big picture question and answer on the 
cups. Then place the treat bags in the cones. Tell the kids 
to give the treats to a friend or neighbor who needs to hear 
about Jesus’ love. You may choose to allow each kid to make 
two, one for themselves and one to give away.
SAY • God gave the Dye family a fun idea to meet more 

people in the city of Atlanta: snow cones! God 
wants everyone, everywhere to know He sent His 
Son, Jesus, to save us. Isn’t it exciting that He gives 
missionaries and us fun ideas to share His good 
news?

OPTION 2: Gideon’s torches
Provide each kid with an empty paper towel roll. Help the 
kids push red, orange, and yellow tissue paper into one end 
so that it flares out the top like flames. Use tape to secure 
the tissue paper.
SAY • God showed Gideon that victory comes from Him. 

He asked a young son from a weak family to lead an 
army. Then God reduced the size of the army twice! 
When Gideon went into battle with torches, pots, 
and trumpets, it might have seemed they had no 
chance to win. But God threw the Midianites into 
confusion, and they fought against themselves. When 
Gideon’s army defeated their enemies, everyone knew 
that it was really God’s victory. In a similar way, 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cone-shaped 

cups
• ziplock bags
• pretzels, small 

candies, or other 
treats

• markers, stickers, or 
other craft supplies

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment in 
Teach the Story.

• empty paper towel 
rolls

• red, orange, and 
yellow tissue paper

• tape
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when we trust Jesus, we experience victory over sin 
and death—not because of our obedience or good 
work but because of Jesus’ death on the cross and 
resurrection on the third day.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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